Solvent switchable cycloaddition: a (one-pot) metal-free approach towards N-substituted benzo[e]- or [f]isoindolones via C(sp(2))-H functionalization.
The tuning of selective ring closure is a nontrivial challenge in synthetic organic chemistry. Herein we report a solvent switchable metal-free [4 + 2] cycloaddition approach via Csp(2)-H functionalization. The protocol is highly atom economical with water being the only by-product, delivering N-substituted benzo[e]- or [f]isoindolones in high yields.